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Chhoun La is a 16-year-old girl who lives in Prey Veng Province, 
Cambodia. Though she is young, Chhoun has faced many hard-
ships. In school, Chhoun lagged behind her classmates because 
she was tasked with many household chores, including caring 
for her family’s cattle. On top of that, it was well-known in her 
community that her parents often fought. Chhoun was upset 
and ashamed by the violence in her family. Eventually, Chhoun 
dropped out of school to work and contribute to the household 
income. She was in third grade.

Four years after leaving school, Chhoun still had the desire to 
read, write, and find a way to resolve the violence in her home. 
At this time, she heard about a basic literacy class in her village. 
This class was supported by Youth on the Move, a World Educa-
tion initiative developed in collaboration with the Provincial Of-
fice of Education. In Cambodia, Youth on the Move equips girls 
with foundational skills (literacy and numeracy) and life skills in 
order to reduce their vulnerability.

World Education works in Prey Veng because Chhoun and 
many other girls in this province are unable to attend school. 
Their barriers to access include unaffordable school fees, a long 
commute from their homes, and being pulled out of school in 
order to work. Because of these circumstances, many girls cannot 
acquire literacy, numeracy, and life skills training—critical tools 
that would help them protect themselves from the dangers of 
migration, exploitation, trafficking and the consequences of not 
being able to find productive work.

With encouragement from her village leader and the initiative’s 
literacy facilitator, Chhoun enrolled in the class. In addition to 
basic literacy, the class also included a “post-literacy” period 
where in she and her classmates formed an income generation 
group. Together, they learned how to make a profit from grow-
ing and selling vegetables and pickles. Through Youth on the 
Move, Chhoun also connected with the Commune Youth Group, 
where she participated in youth forums and campaigns against 
child labor, trafficking, and domestic violence.

Since then, Chhoun has improved her ability to read, write and 
generate an income. In addition to these life-changing skills, she 
is now also able to speak in a confident and informed manner 
about topics such as domestic violence. Her personal develop-
ment enabled her to address her family’s domestic violence 
problem. Her parents’ fighting has greatly diminished since her 
courageous confrontation. Chhoun also asked her parents if 
she could go back to school, and they agreed. In Chhoun’s case, 
Youth on the Move has helped her bring peace to her home and 
shape positive attitudes towards the value of girls’ education.

Building lifeskills and 
self confidence

For more information about the Youth on the Move 
project, contact Estelle Day at estelle_day@worlded.org

Youth on the Move is World Education’s regional 
initiative aiming to reduce the vulnerability of 
potential migrant, and migrant, youth to traffick-

ing, exploitation and abuse through improved learning 
outcomes, life skills, and knowledge about safe migra-
tion. Youth on the Move Cambodia currently focuses 
on Prey Veng province, which is a major source area 
for trafficking and child labor; suffers from severe food 
insecurity; and has among the lowest education achieve-
ment rates and highest migration rates of the entire 
country. Working alongside local education officials and 
working groups, Youth on the Move Cambodia partners 
with upper primary and lower secondary schools in 
migration-prone areas to reach vulnerable youth before 
they drop out and migrate, and utilizes peer educators 
and technology to reach out-of-school and migrant 
youth.  Between 2010 and 2015 alone, our work benefit-
ted over 10,000 migrant and potential migrant youth in 
Prey Veng, addressing their unmet educational needs 
such as basic literacy, numeracy, and knowledge about 
health, life skills, technology, entrepreneurship, finan-
cial literacy, safer migration and personal safety.

A confident Chhoun (with microphone) speaks to 
her community about child labor and trafficking


